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 Minutes of the Meeting of Compton Bassett Parish Council 
Held on Thursday 18th September 2025 

At 7 pm at the Benson Hall, Compton Bassett 
 

Those Present:  Cllr Szczesiak, Chair (PS), Cllr Reis, Vice chair (CR),                                                     
Cllr Lloyd-Davies (RLD), Cllr Barnett (PB), Cllr Budge (EB), Cllr Barlow (JB)                      
D. Zeitzen, Clerk (DZ), 
 
 
 
 
2 members of the public attended 
 

 AGENDA 
 

 
25/59 Apologies for absence  Cllr Waite (LW) 

25/60 Minutes – The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 7th August 
2025 were unanimously approved and signed by PS                                                          
circulated before the meeting 

25/61 Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda PB has an interest in 
the works to mitigate flooding from bridleway by war memorial 

25/62 John Derryman, Chief of Corporate Services, Wiltshire Police – 
Unable to attend due to family issues. Action: DZ to send email voicing 
disappointment and rearrange 
 
25/63  Receipt of Public Questions 
One of the members of public that attended the meeting voiced his concerns over 
the use of Compton Bassett as a cut through by heavy agricultural vehicles.  
He was frustrated over the lack of feedback from both the local Wiltshire 
Councillor and Wiltshire Police. Unfortunately, neither our local Wiltshire Council 
or John Derryman were present at this evening’s meeting. 
It was also noted that a telegraph pole in the village has been badly damaged by 
a large vehicle. A member of the public has reported this to OpenReach 
Action: PS will contact Ashley O’Neill for his feedback. DZ will email Wiltshire 
Police (Chief Constable)  
 
        
25/64 Finance and Accounts 
 

a. Bank statement and Income & Expenditure as at 18 September 
£23,655.51 
Building Society statement £23,000.00 

 
b. Invoices Clerk’s salary £156.00 and HMRC September £39.00, Stationery 

clerk £7.49, 
 
Steve’s Horticultural Supplies £1,500 (memorial garden path metal 
border). Invoice on supply 
Elan City £3000.01 (SID plus accessories) from CIL fund as previously 
discussed see item 6 f. The SID has now been ordered and will be 
delivered mid October , will be invoiced after delivery  

 
            Parish Council refurbished laptop £350 paid August  

 
c. £25 from Benson Hall re advert in Compton Bassett Matters -                 

Received 1st September  
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d. Bank signatories EB is now a Lloyds bank signatory, along with PS, LW, 

RLD and DZ  
 

e. Parish Council savings account.  The 90day saver account with Hinckley 
and Rugby has now been opened. The current balance is £23,000 

 
f. CIL payments from Calne Without. All CIL has now been received by 

CBPC. Records/invoices of all payments from CIL fund to be sent to 
Katherine Checcia Derry Hill and Studley Parish Council 

 
All unanimously approved.  
DZ to set up payment, EB to authorise  

                
         
    Documents 25/64 emailed to councillors before the meeting 
           
25/65 Matters Arising PB - Parish Steward Visits – the steward did not visit the 
village in September due to bereavement , next visit October 7th. 
 Swindon and Wiltshire Prepared Emergency Contact Hub – on going 
 Bridleway- A short discussion was held with the landowners Action:  CR and LW 
will meet on site with landowners for further discussions to work out a solution to 
the problem.                                                                                                                      
NCN 403 Cross council working group Action: EB to attend teams meeting 
Leaking fire hydrant opposite the Pippins- reported to DWFR technician will attend 
and repair or report to water authority as necessary, parking on pavements 
 

 
25/66 Highway matters  
 

PS attended an onsite meeting with Wiltshire Council drainage engineers Emma 
Biggs and Richard Williams re issues in the village. 
The problems by Rosemary Cottage were discussed with the owners of 
Rosemary Cottage. The drainage team will arrange for a crew to dig up the 
affected area. The work will have to be booked in and a request submitted for a 
road closure. 
The road will be closed for this work 10 -15 November 
The footpath running down towards Rosemary Cottage is very badly damaged, 
we assume by heavy vehicles parking or driving over the path. The flagstones 
are lifting and are a danger to pedestrians.  
The first section, approximately 1m from the kerb edge, is Highways, Wiltshire 
Council to complete. They have the flagstones from outside of Rosemary 
Cottage in safe keeping, as until the drainage work has been completed there, 
there is nothing they can do to make this repair right. 
 
Until the drainage has been repaired, this issue will continue to cause defects in 
the area due to the 'leak'.  This area may be dug up again and it would be 
better to wait until all work has been completed before proceeding with 
repairs.  Highways can have 'uneven' footway boards put out to warn people of 
the surface, in the interim. The parish council have requested the boards. 
 
To help alleviate the problems with heavy water flow down the road (after 
heavy rain), from the track/bridleway by the village hall field, when available a 
crew will clear blocked drainage at the bottom of the track. They also had some 
suggestions about the blocked ditch by the side of the track. 
 
Parish Council have also chased up the cleaning out of the drain under the road, 
about 20 yards down the road from the pipe in the bank, on the same side as 
the White Horse Inn, but just up the hill from it. 
It got rather treacherous in the winter when the water was across the road and 
froze. 
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20.06.25 Request submitted for all white lines in Compton Bassett to be 
refreshed  

 
 

25/67 Planning  
 

PL/2025/02426 Land North of Abberd Lane.  Outline application with all matters 
reserved for residential development of up to 300 houses. Comments by 
24.04.25. This area of lane will fall within Compton Bassett boundary after 
01.05.25. After discussions on 10 April, parish councillors unanimously agreed 
to object to the development, backing Calne Without Parish Council’s comments 
and objections to the application. 
 
PL/2024/11469 High Penn Solar Farm, Calne SN11 8TE. Removal/variation of 
conditions. (Installation of 25.53Ha 12MW Solar park, including Transformer 
housing, Security fencing and cameras, Landscaping and Associated works) to 
adjust the proposed operational lifespan of the project from 25 to 40 years. 
Comments by 22.05.25 
Letter sent asking for meeting with owners to discuss solar park (letter to be 
signed for sent on 09/05/25, delivered and signed for 8.27am 12.05.25) No 
response has been received. Advised planning officer of this and hence no 
comments submitted  
Letter sent to planning officer voicing disappointment over solar park owner’ not 
responding to parish council letter 
No response has been received from the planning officer or the owners of the 
solar farm. It was unanimously agreed to try again to contact the owners  
Action: DZ to phone the owners of the solar farm 

 
PL/2025/05844 The Chalk Barn, Buttle Farm, Compton Bassett SN11 8RE 
Change of use of holiday let to permanent use. Comments by 14.08.25. No 
objections from parish council 
 
PL/2025/05943 Land east of Spitfire Road 20 dwellings comments by 28.08.25 
Objections submitted by parish council 
 

   PL/2025/06623 Dugdales Farmhouse, Compton Bassett SN11 8SW Notification 
of proposed works to trees in a conservation area, T1 field maple- remove via  
   sectional dismantle   Comments by 02/09/2025. No comments from CBPC 

 
   PL/2025/06752 64, Compton Bassett, SN11 8SW Notification of proposed works     
   to trees in a conservation area Conifer tree – fell  Comments by 09.09.25  
   No comments from CBPC 
 
   PL/2025/06945 St Swithins Church, Compton Bassett Notification of proposed  
   works to trees in a conservation area –  Cupressus tree – fell. Comments by  
   23.09.25 No comments from CBPC 
 
   VHC have submitted a request to Wiltshire Council to fell a birch tree by the hall  
 
 A request will be submitted to Wiltshire Council by CBPC to trim back lime tree in 
war memorial garden 
 
 
25/68 Correspondence  

Wessex water community drop in, 16th Sept and 18 Nov Chippenham Library, 
Calne Area board – attendance of Police and Crime Commissioner 9 Sept. 
Haulage of unsheeted stone and aggregate products through village see 25/63 
All noted 
 

   All emailed to councillors before the meeting 
 
25/69 Feedback from meetings See 25/75 and 25/76 
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25/70  Defibrillator re location EB- The current defibrillator will be replaced in 
early 2026. Costings for a new one are currently being collated by EB. The new 
defibrillator will be located to outside the front of the Benson Hall. CBPC will pay 
for the defibrillator to be installed, the VHC will pay the electricity running costs of 
it. New defibrillator will be approx. £1600 + Vat 
Action: EB to present the costs at next CBPC meeting 

 
25/71 Replacement of Parish Council Noticeboard. It was unanimously 
agreed the noticeboard will be replaced and relocated on the village phone box, 
once the defib has been moved to outside the Benson Hall 

 
25/72 Community Governance Review Complete and CIL money transferred 
to CBPC 

 
25/73 Annual Community Meeting Review 2025 plus discuss 2026 
meeting One member of the public attended the Annual Community meeting. 
It was unanimously agreed to not have a speaker at the 2026 Community 
Meeting. 
 
25/74 NHP Review On going 

 
25/75 Traffic Consultation and Management  Traffic survey requested 
26.06.25, to be completed October 2025 
RLD – Village gates have been approved at the recent LHFig meeting. 
It was unanimously agreed to have white, picket gates with a horizontal top bar. 
RLD has passed details of persistent speeders through village picked up on ANPR 
to Wiltshire Police. 
JB thanked RLD for his daily work on this. 
RLD – the batteries on the current SID do not hold their charge, so need constant 
recharging. Due to the amalgamation of the company that supplied the SID, solar 
panels are not available for it. 
It was unanimously agreed that a second new SID should be purchased. 
 
25/76 Communications JB and LW have recently produced a Compton Bassett 
Matters newsletter. LW and PS visited residents at Penn Hill which now falls within 
our boundary. PS advised the residents of Penn Hill are unhappy with the large 
volume of dog waste left by dog owners that walk their dogs at Penn Wood and 
would like dog waste bin/bins to be installed by Wiltshire Wildlife who own Penn 
Wood. It was unanimously agreed to contact Wiltshire Wildlife Trust with this 
request. Action: DZ to write to trustee of Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 
 
25/77 Councillors Observations PS VHC Christmas tree donation request to be 
discussed at October meeting. 
 
 
Meeting closed at 8.30pm  
 
Next meeting: 
Thursday 30th October 2025 Parish Council Meeting 


